
 
 

 

PhD Colloquium on Climate Change – 

Science, Economics, and Policy 

 

Science – public/private sector interaction: how independent is our research? 

In the spring term 2013, ETH Zurich and University of Zurich jointly organize an interdisciplinary PhD 

Colloquium that will give PhD students the opportunity to present and discuss their research with other 

PhD students and researchers working on climate change related topics across several disciplines. PhD 

students will also benefit from extending their network across several institutes of ETH and UZH. 

 

Date and location: 

5 and 12 February 2013, 13:00 – 18:00, ETHZ HG F 26.3 and F 26.5. 

 

Objectives and content: 

The 2013 Colloquium is dedicated to discussing the influence of politics and the private sector on research 

and its results. Aspects of influence, independency, integrity and ethics in the own research across a range 

of disciplines engaged in the field of climate change will be explored. This issue is of major relevance across 

many fields of climate change and has seen several important debates over recent years.  

The PhD students will present their research and critically reflect on observed or potential linkages with the 

public/private sector and related implications. They will also work in interdisciplinary groups on selected 

research topics to deepen the discussions on the overarching Colloquium topic of science – public/private 

sector interactions. A keynote lecture will introduce the participants in the topic of the Colloquium. 

The PhD students will thus widen the horizon of their own research, learn how their research is embedded in 

the broader climate change debate and take home important insights for their professional life.  

 

Qualifications: 

Participants are expected to  

 Submit a short abstract (ca. 1 page) summarizing their own research including a critical reflection of 

observed or potential influence by the public/private sector and arising issues of scientific independency, 

no later than 11 January 2013 as a basis for discussion. 

 Give a presentation (10-15 min) on their research (and progress) that is understandable for a broader 

interdisciplinary audience and highlights the linkages with the public/private sector. 

 Actively take part in the discussion and group work on both days of the Colloquium  

 Hand in a short reflection (ca. ½-1 page) on the lessons learnt with respect to issues of scientific 

independency within their own research and field of expertise 

 

Registration and further information: 

Registration via email is necessary until December 14, 2012 to both christian.huggel@geo.uzh.ch and 

katja.halbritter@econ.gess.ethz.ch, indicating your university affiliation and field of research. A maximum of 

20 PhD students can be accepted (10 from ETH and 10 from UZH). 

More information, including dates, venues, papers & presentations will be available at 

http://www.vwl.ethz.ch/phd_c_cc/index.html.  

See also: www.vorlesungsverzeichnis.ethz.ch, course 851-0609-02L. 

1 credit point is granted for this colloquium given the above qualifications are fulfilled.   
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